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G A R D E N  C I T Y   M I D D L E  S C H O O L  N E W S  

                                                                                                        March 2003 

 
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I trust that this newsletter finds you and your family well.  Hopefully, the worst of 
winter is behind us, and spring will soon be in the air.   It is particularly 
appropriate for this time of year, as the season turns to hints of a new beginning, 
to discuss some of the changes that have been implemented this year, and the 
changes that will soon go into effect.   Within the framework of our new mission 
statement, we are initiating new programs, and re-evaluating current ones, to 
best meet the needs of our children.  
 

Mission Statement 
“No Child Left Behind” 

 
The mission of Garden City Middle School is to create a caring learning 
community where all individuals are able to reach their highest potential 
academically, creatively, socially, and emotionally.  Within an atmosphere 
of warmth and support, we seek to enhance each student’s desire for life-
long learning.  As members of a school community, we affirm that we will 
reach academic success together, take responsibility for each other, and 
treat others as we wish to be treated.  Success does not come at the 
expense of others, but is reached with others.   
 
 
We are already hard-at-work preparing for next school year.  Within this packet, 
you will find enclosed an update on restructuring, our anticipated course 
selections for exploratory classes, course sequences, information from the New 
York State Education Department on model middle schools, and our latest 
newsletter.    
 
This is an exciting time here at the middle school and we look forward to 
addressing your child’s academic and social-emotional needs in ways that reflect 
our profession’s best practice.    We have completed our new mission statement, 
and working together within this vision, we will ensure that every child receives 
the best possible education and that no child is left behind. 
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Osroff 
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Update: 
 
Our Home on the Web: 
http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 
For homework assignments, go to our web page, click “Departments”, 
click a department, (Math, English, etc.) then click your child’s 
teacher.  
 
Middle School Calendar: 

Please remember that our monthly calendar is available every month on 
our Web page even if there is no newsletter for that month. 

Homework on the Web: 

We are very pleased to report that every Middle School teacher now has 
a working Homework-On-The-Web page!  If you need an assignment, 
please check the teacher’s Web page.   You will also find a dramatic 
improvement in Web pages, as teachers become increasingly 
comfortable with the new system.  Also, we appreciate your patience as 
we continue to work through computer system glitches – soon, the 
system should be reliable for all.    

Food Service: 

We now have a third working food service line.  This has dramatically 
reduced the amount of time it takes for our students to get served.  Also, 
we have replaced the candy in the snack machines with healthy 
alternatives.  Students may still get flavored milk and ice cream from 
machines.  The monthly food service menu is now posted on the Middle 
School Web page.   Next year, we will extend the lunch period to 30 
minutes for all grades.   

8th Grade Yearbook -- Attention  Parents: 

We are taking orders for Spearhead, the Middle School yearbook.  
Please complete the order form you receive in the mail and return to: 
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Ms. Caputo 

c/o Garden City Middle School 

98 Cherry Valley Avenue 

Garden City, New York 11530 

Books will be delivered in June. 

ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES: 
 

 
We receive a number of calls asking about our attendance 
procedures.  Hopefully the following will answer all your questions. 
 

Q. What do I do if my child is ill? 
 
 A. If your child is ill, you should call the attendance office on 

294-3065 by 8:30 A.M. to report the absence.  Someone 
is available to answer your call beginning at 7:30 A.M.  
Should you need to call before that time, you can leave a 
message on the answering machine clearly stating your 
child’s name and grade. 

 
Q. What do I do if my child is going to be late? 

 
 A. If you know your child is going to be late, you should 

advise the attendance office on 294-3065 by 8:30 A.M.  
When your child comes in, he/she should bring a note to 
the main office advising us of the reason for the lateness 
and they need to obtain a pass to go to class. 

 
 Q. What do I do if my child needs to leave early? 
  
 A. If your child needs to leave school early, he/she needs to 

bring a note to the attendance office prior to homeroom 
stating the time and reason for early dismissal. 

 
 Q. What should I do if my child needs to leave school 

early and someone other than the legal guardian will 
be picking him/her up? 
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 A. If your child is leaving school early and is going to be 

picked up by someone other than the legal guardian, it 
should be stated in the request to leave early letter, the 
name of the person picking up your child and their 
relationship to your child.  We cannot release your child 
without your permission. 

 
If you have any questions regarding the above or any other 
attendance questions, please feel free to call the office on 294-3065 
and we will be glad to be of assistance. 
 

Spring Concert III: 

The Spring Concert date has been changed from Thursday, May 22nd to 
Monday, May 19th to alleviate a conflict with a community event. 

Interim Reports: 

We have received very positive feedback regarding this new 
communication tool.  Please be advised that teacher comments on 
Interim Reports do NOT go into your child’s permanent record.   Also, 
next for the school year, we will improve the “look” of the report – We 
have had to print these comment reports within the (impact printer) 
report card format since new forms cannot be created once the school 
year starts.   Teachers are asked to identify two to four comments for 
each student in their classes.   

BRAVE Program: 

The North Shore – LIJ Mental Health Alliance’s bully reduction program 
is in full swing in grade six.   The feedback from students and teachers 
has been outstanding.  The program empowers our children to identify 
hurtful behaviors, develop empathy and learn age-appropriate 
bystander intervention techniques.  

On February 25, Dr. Rona Novick, the director of the Mental Health 
Alliance, gave parents an overview presentation on the BRAVE 
program, provided us with her feedback about bullying in our school, 
and explained ways we can reduce hurtful behaviors in our community.   
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7th Grade Leadership Program: 

Mrs. Weiner and Dr. Mannion have received teacher nominations for 15 
seventh grade students to begin a peer leadership program.  These 
students will be trained to address a variety of needs in their grade.  
Among their most important roles will be to serve as “buddies” to new 
students and to help support peers who are experiencing social isolation 
or difficulty. 

Decorating Lockers: 

Please be advised that students should not decorate the interior of  
friends’ lockers on birthdays.  While very well intentioned, we do not 
wish students to share their locker combinations with anyone for 
obvious reasons.  Thank you for your understanding.   

Athletics: 

The position paper (introduction) from Nassau County’s middle school 
athletic association reads: 

“The Modified (middle school) athletic program should embrace a 
Middle School philosophy, which addresses the unique physical, 
emotional, and social needs of 7th and 8th grade students.  Participation 
in the program should not be based, solely, on ability, and when 
resources permit, opportunities to participate should be expanded.  The 
Modified athletic program should be kept in its proper perspective by 
eliminating team standings, references to won-lost records, 
championships, and all-scholastic honors.”   

Middle level philosophy requires that our athletic program, whenever 
possible, (safety, space and budget limitations) adhere to a “no cut” 
philosophy coupled with “all on team play.”  We are exploring ways to 
make this a reality for more of our teams.   Competition is secondary to 
skill development and self-esteem development within a Middle School.  
Also, by having all students play, we will ultimately increase the pool of 
stronger players for the High School level.  Information will be 
forthcoming.     

Intervention Report: 

Comprehensive report sheets must now be completed by teachers and 
then given to the Principal for his review whenever a student fails a 
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report card quarter.  This report highlights all prior parent contact and 
intervention efforts made by the teacher.   The purpose is to insure that 
parents and counselors are made aware of problems while there is still 
time to successfully intervene on the child’s behalf.    

Return of Exams: 

Reminder – you should be receiving copies of every exam your child 
takes in school.  Exams are learning instruments.  If after a polite 
reminder, you still do not receive exam papers, please drop me a note.    

Peer Mediation Training:  

We are in the process of reinstituting the peer mediation program for 
sixth grade.   Dr. Mannion, our school psychologist, is coordinating this 
program and overseeing the training of the selected students.   

Social Skills Group: 

Over sixty students are signed up for our new social skills group.  
Shortly, our second cycle will start.  Also, for next year, we will seek 
assistance from local social agencies for ideas on groupings, 
methodologies and new activities.  We also anticipate receiving a 
SEPTA grant (Thanks SEPTA!) that will allow us to purchase game 
tables and other equipment, and cover related expenses.   

Grading Policies: 

As part of the restructuring process, we will examine the 
role/purpose/weight of final exams and our grading policies.  Information 
will be forthcoming.   Department grading policies will also be reviewed.  
Our current policies are on our Web page.   

InterGrade Pro: 

In order to reduce grading errors, our teachers are now using a 
computerized grade program named InterGrade Pro.  Teachers are now 
able to print a spreadsheet identifying exactly how grades were 
established.  Also, teachers no longer have to enter grades and 
comments in pencil on a “bubble sheet.”  Instead, comments are 
electronically entered.   
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Weight of Bookbags: 

In order to reduce the (unacceptable) weight of books that our children 
carry back and forth from school, we have asked teachers to use class 
sets of texts whenever possible, and to guide students in emptying their 
binders every quarter/unit.  If your child is still regularly carrying 
textbooks back-and-forth to school, please drop me a note.    

Mrs. Kastner’s class to visit Museum of Modern Art: 

On February 28th and March 7th, Mrs. Kastner and her 7th grade classes 
will be attending the special exhibit, “Matisse-Picasso at the Museum of 
Modern Art in Queens. 

Matisse & Picasso, the twin giants of modern art, were lifelong friends 
and rivals during a good part of the 20th century.  Now, for the first time, 
a major exhibit examines the entire development of their relationship in 
all its’ richness and complexity – Our middle school is lucky enough to 
get reserved tickets for this very exciting show.  Many parents will be 
joining the group as well, as art loving chaperones. 

Assessment Preparatory Materials: 

If your child is unable to attend Academic Intervention Services after 
school due to a conflicting academic demand, please telephone your 
child’s guidance counselor to arrange for supplemental state 
assessment preparatory material. 

Mini Concert in Language Survey: 

On December 12th  and December 13th sixth grade students in Mrs. 
Porter’s Language Survey classes brought in their instruments to 
perform in a live concert in Latin.  Students were given the words to 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” and “Jingle Bells” in Latin.  The 
band and orchestra students received the music for these two holiday 
songs from Mr. Guido and Mrs. Gullotta.  This was an interdisciplinary 
project between the foreign language and music departments. 

Students played “Rudolphus” and “Tinnitus” on the flute, piccolo, 
clarinet, cello, violin, drums, and trumpet.  The rest of the students were 
made up of the chorus.  Mr. Lee videotaped the Latin concert.  The live 
concert was outstanding.  This was the first time that these 
instrumentalists performed together while the students sang these two 
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holiday songs in Latin.  The classes had a wonderful time performing in 
this Latin concert and Mrs. Porter plans to make this an annual event in 
her Language Survey classes at the Garden City Middle School. 

Dr. Natali’s 6th Grade Math Class: 

Dr. Natali’s 6th grade math classes finished their 2nd Quarter project.  
Each child created his/her own unique tessellation.  Starting with a 
square, transformations were made to make a template.  The 
tessellation was formed by translating the figure repeatedly to cover the 
paper.  Details were added to make their tessellations come alive. 

Some of their self-titled art include: “A Patch of Tulips,” “Wind Mills,” 
“Sumo Ring,” “Shark Attacks,” and “The Odd Alligator,” just to name a 
few.  Graphic artist, M. C. Escher would be very proud of their work! 

Math Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools: 

The third meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle 
Schools (MOEMS) was held on Thursday, January 16, 2003.  Our 
school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 48 of a possible 50.  
We cannot remember a year where we were doing this well after only 
three meets! 

Eight students had all five correct: 

Mark Birkenstock, Sarah D’Antonio, Erin Donnelly, Alison Heuser, 
Joseph LaCorte, Kevin Lawkins, Michael Strandberg, and John Tucillo. 

Six students had four correct: 

Reiko Aihara, Gregory Butler, Bernard Moore, Megan O’Donnell, Robert 
Poliseno, and Michael Yanosik. 

Two 8th Grade Students Win Logo Contest! 

Mrs. DeLaricheliere’s art students participated in the Garden City 
Community Fund logo contest.  The class studied the work of Robert 
Indiana for inspiration.  Each student created an original drawing by 
applying the elements and principles of design. 

Matt Hayslip won first place in the Middle School division with a prize of 
$50.  Tommy Tranfaglia won second place with a prize of $20.  
Congratulations! 
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Thank you to the Garden City Community Fund for giving us this unique 
opportunity.  This was a wonderful way for our students to have real-
world experience with commercial design. 

Congratulations to 7th grader, Courtney Alford! 

She is the winner of the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade division of the GCTA’s 
essay contest.  As a part of a unit about essay writing in Ms. Belson’s 
English class, Courtney wrote a wonderful piece in response to the 
contest topic, “How My School and I Are a Team.”  Great job, Courtney! 

Home and Careers Entrepreneurs Cook Up Holiday Treats: 

Snowmen pretzels, Rudolf cupcakes, and Fruity Pebbles snowmen 
were some of the holiday treats made by Mrs. Beovich’s Home and 
Careers 8th grade classes for their entrepreneurship projects.  Students 
worked in groups of five or six and created businesses, with names 
such as “Treats R Us” and “Snowmen on Sleighs.”  Each student had 
an office with responsibilities ranging from advertising to sales to finance 
to personnel.  After testing their prototypes on classmates, they modified 
their products, computed their final cost, and tried them out on students 
throughout the school. 

The entrepreneurs learned about business, cooperation, compromise, 
and hard work.   Amanda Giordano said it was “a lot of fun, but the 
pressure and deadlines can be tough.”  Luke Mitchell learned, “on his 
feet” and saw how important it is to take every detail seriously and be 
able to adapt when necessary.  This was not only a lesson in creating 
and running a business, it was many lessons in one.  

7th Graders Enjoy “The Colonial Experience” 

For the past few weeks, the 7th grade Challenge classes have been 
immersed in the life and times of the Thirteen British Colonies.  A variety 
of activities have captured the hearts, minds, and stomachs of these 7th 
graders. 

Before Thanksgiving, these students re-created original colonial foods.  
The assignment was to prove the hypothesis:  What and how people eat  
is a reflection of the society in which they live.  Students did research to 
find recipes from the colonial era.  Their research was to include 
information on specific ingredients of the recipe as well as what that 
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particular recipe said about the culture of the time.  Students then 
prepared the recipe (under parental supervision) and brought in their 
tasty results.  Students enjoyed many flavorful foods and such taste 
treats as Shoo-fly Pie, Snicker doodles, Journey Cakes, and Clam 
Chowder. 

To encourage families to come to the New World, colonies advertised 
the opportunities for settlement.  These 7th graders also created travel 
brochures that might have been used to advertise the life, culture and 
job opportunities to be found in the colonies.  These informative, four-
color brochures highlighted the many positive features about life in the 
colonies as well as a truth-in-advertising segment addressing potential 
hardships. 

Additionally, students have been creating Colonial Board Games.  What 
a wonderful way to learn about the colonies!   Students have created, 
designed, developed, and test-marketed board games using their 
colonial area of interest as the foundation.  Following the Directions for 
Play developed by the students, the 7th graders then exchanged games 
to test market “playability.”  This was truly a creative endeavor.  Perhaps 
Milton Bradley or Parker Brothers will contact some of our talented 
students.  

Now that these students have a first hand account of life in the colonies, 
the curriculum moves down the road to revolution.  Mrs. Ayre, Mrs. 
Bohlin, and Mrs. Cini are very proud of these students and their fine 
work. 


